Uhlan 1:5 ;8 Owned By CK G
Blllmgs, 10se Days On The Ta'ack
Are Now Over Has Trotted |
~ Record Miles Than Any
That Ever Lived.

ore

St

1 orsc

round: the  winding bend that
en‘ters on the many bridle paths in
Géntrnl Park, New York, hec dashes
a'i'y morning in early spring and
£a11; His coat is shining ebony; his
proud head is held 'high; and his
gmt s that of the thoroughbred with
‘paws coming up and ‘down with
machine-lme precision,

.-"If "You are an inhabitant of the
' Am_erican metropolis you have prob-
ably:seen him,-carrying his master.
And you have -undoubtedly marv-
_:;el‘led -at his graceful form and ac-
"‘._tions and questioned who the stocky
mn.n astride him might be.

A:nd well you might, for this eb- .

ony—black marvel is Uhlan, 1:58, by
Bingen, 2:06%, out of Blonde by
1Sir Walter, Jr., ;the greatest trotier
that ever lived—and his master—
‘the man who rides him'lis C. K. G.
' Billings, New Yorl\ multi-million-
‘aire, one of the most famous lovers
‘of fast horses:in the world who has
'-dréven mom than 114 wnr]d’s Tec-
ords.

But ‘U’hlan 8 da}'s on.the track are
[0¥er. The 1l-year-old black geld-
i_ng ‘'whoihés trotted more fast miles
dn‘recor
‘ever. did;.is’ 'Tetiréd: and Mr, Bil-

lings now uses him only a.s ‘a sad-

die-horse while in New York dur-
ing the remainder of the year, the

on of Bingen lives the life of peace
‘on his master’s vast country estate,
Curl’s Neck farm on the cele'ﬁrnted

‘James river, among the hillsand val-

leys’of old Virginia. Here he’ 11ves
ver: ‘and dreams, (if horses do
dream) of his 'many conquests on
thefturf and enjoys life as few hu-
‘man beings do.
" Withough /ihis story Gaaln Jvith
‘Uhlan, 'in. the main, a ward or two
a.bmkt M. Bl]hngs would not, be
miss.. Born in .Chicago, his father
vas ‘himself’ a famous hprseman,
vh -orne(l ‘the one-time world’s
hamplon mare,  Princess, dam of
Happy Medmm. “So” the Jlove of
‘horses, eapema]ly the record-bre_g,k-
g kind was born ‘into C. K. G.
thn he was a young man, work-
ng; and the ga.a worke of whmh his
I was ,prcsldent. .the frst ye.arn
__-_for o' trotting’ horse  ¢came 1o
‘himand'he looked! around the Mnd_w,
for: the best he ' cauld obtain.
He'was ‘lucky !enough to’ stumble
pon an- especlally promisnig raare,
nrice | for whpm was’ $2,600,
- '--::Lhme the iyoung Bﬂllngs
' .80 ‘he wcnt to his

-he;i tl;c c.lder Bil.lmgs nrs.t smw- )

tlie horse he. aaid to C.'K. G.:
what did you pay for her2’

"'J'ust $600, Iat.her" came the an- .

Coff your lmnds at Lha.t prit;c
h’the elder Billings proceeded
_'much to the discomfiture of

thousa.nds of dollars in’ equme
eah ! He__ oWwns such lxorseu as Uh-

trottmg queen; The Harvcater, 2:01,
=Gharlc“y ‘Magc, with whom he esiab-
- th,e ‘amateur saddle record of

' and tormcrly 0wneﬁ Mn..or

y ter: the black beaurs had.

ia mark. 10 5z 0"%& Mr.

thc 1906 ' Columbus meetmg

_p:rcu:t. The 1)rlce avas.
§ of the

e gelding was theq placed: un-

er. he carc of Charles (Doc) Tan-

: 1910 ’\Ir. Billings drov Uh-

o hla first record over the North
/.'B.g.nllall mile. tmck near. Clevel;{

Is/was the ‘son’ of Bingen's firsf.

eal attempt, after heing purphased

_'Mr 'Billings. and ha was hitched :

On uéuat 8 of. ‘the same yea.r.

bony. beauty reduced: thig mark:
inute and three-quarters aver
‘MY :

Mde 1o A wagon“
reeled. off

-wagon
time than ‘any other horse. .

.'wha.t

ap, atngg,er for two! ;teps. 1t,;m.u dog
for a few'. Imore,: h&ld hac.k by Tan- "
ner—and ‘then’ ‘break dntoia flerce
trot that nea.r.ly ,w;'enc.hed Tanner’s
Spe.aking'_‘_
‘of the parzorma.nce m‘:ter the. ;'a.qe,,_

ing, made either to sulky or wapgon,
the previous tecord being establish-
ed [n 1904 at Memphis by Major Del-
mar who was hitched; to  sulky and
went in 2:0134.

And then the son o: B:nger- and
Blonde further exhibited: to the
sporiing public on August 12, four
days later, ‘at the North Randall
Grand Circuit meeting.’ Uhlan was
brought up tfo establish  the x--orlds
record to harness or:sulky and driv-
en by “Doc” Tanner he went a mile
in the sensational time of 1:583;,
braking all trotting maris, but one
and that one was established by aid
.0f a windshield, when Lou Dillon

went in 1:58%4 over the Memphis

track in' 1803, but she followed a
runner to whose sulky was attached
4 canvas screen to break the wind.

Uhlan’s next effort to lower rec-
ords .failed, but only on account of
unfavomble weather conditions. ‘The
ebony 'marvel was .started at the
Hartford meeting of :the .Grand ,Cir-
cuit over Chdrter Oak Park, where
Mr. Billmgs drove - him to'beat his
Tecord' of ...,Dl. ‘hut 'Uhlan
failed. 1o equal ait.by - a quarter of a
second, the hme;belng, 2:011%. . .Tho
‘day ‘was not favorable, Ahere 'bem*' a
h:gh wmd whm‘ﬁ ‘retarded him ;

And vet old horsemen who SawW
this effort claim that with. tra.ck and
weather considered, it was a Dbetter
Jmile” than the North Randall (rec-
ord as ‘the’ fracticmal tlme, 3034 ;

1:0135, 1-3"% and 2:0117  ‘showed
that he .went the la.sl.‘ qua.rtar in 29
secnnds. \a remarkahle per{ormance.

Old hnrsemegu vnl! ;tell " you, tha.t

YA hoss W ilhout a’ ‘heart ainltno
good ”"this reference, of .course, not
being meant  literally, ‘but’ ‘as a
synonym for stamina and grit.
the possession of ‘a heart” is’ Qune of
Ghlan’s, greatcst assets, for ithere
never was a horse .bred or :raised
.who ihag

“This was illustrated atthe Go-~

shen ha.lf-mlle track in New Yorl\."

state when' the' blaek bequty went -
!301"
]..Lpped traclc

Dost in good shape, bi

arma Lzom ‘the aockets.
the’ drivpr 33.1& i

“T sure thought 'Uhlan was..a.z_-*
 goner: when he’ st

ibled there. ‘and
after ‘he’ pu.ked hunself up. I just

thing ,ahout the’ recoz;d But he

- seemed "to -want 1o 2o, 80 I let him, -
might get in un- __
der 2:10, but I never: thom;h.t we ’d %

thinpking maybo we

zet. thn.t recor& e

The season of 1.911 w
greatest and'that summer saw more
trotting records broken: than any
‘previousyear.

Bingen.'

At the 1\orth Randail Grand Clr- :
" cuit ertmg. Mz B;llings drove his_-'
- pride to a world's record to- wagon,
 going a miLe An two' mlnutea ‘flat, -

lings ™ lmd iset” over the Glenwllc
track at'Cleveland in 1903, with ‘Tou

i Dillon. but thie tr,otti:;g queen 'was_,-

£nd e at, Gattyaburg And
“broke ou
: ﬂllcd t]:e.track a,nd 1r:ed :to'shake

more grit than Bingen’s

a world's' record over the two-
idn 22 02-74. :__v_-_';_'th Doc.-‘
_Tanner {1 i
He got a.wa.}" tr,om the atartlug
ut at the quar—
- ter pole he stumbled’ and fell to hig
'knees._ —Fenrilng 'ome injury’ to the :
grea.t trotter, ,the a.udlence rosp and
Jet forth one long gasp and sigh.‘But
was .their a.ma.zement ‘when

held hlm to a :iog, hot | any- Sl H.ngs wﬂl acqept Ik iig

1Uh.lan 8 .

And thev were' all
. smashed’ by the ma:velous 8OR . oz i

aidcd by .a wmdshu.ld when z;he
‘made her. nttempt

Mr. Billings 'also drove Uhla.n A e
another record at the same meeting
three days later  when' .the' black
wizard went a halbm:le to wagon
in 5614 seconds. Tllis trial was
made before ' the’ erection” of
the inner halfmile  track at the"
Cleveland fair grounds and Uhlan
started from-the half-mile post io
the wire in order ihat the ﬂnish
might be made in front of the grand
stand.

The next year marked TUhlan's i
greatest performances, the lowering
of his mark to 1:58 and.the .set‘ﬁng
of the team record at 2:0314." Both
these were made al the méeting of
the Kentucky Trottmg ‘Horse Breed-
ers’ Association at Lexipngton and
Doc Tanner: haudled the reins both
t:mes.

On October .8, wha.t is heralded as
ihe greatest performance in the an-

o

b}

nals of American turf took place, i

the setting of the world's record: ;tor

_trotting 'horses rcgardless of ‘sex..
x Accnrdmg to Tanner, there wasnt
-much.to the rage. jormt of

T just let the ﬁlack baby go -_ar;;l

i he awent; - that'g"at

But the thousanﬂs ot -5pecmtnra'
who' witnessed ‘the Tace will® nax-er
forget it. As:.the ébony coated geld-
ing swung dnto’ the' stretch before:

“the grandstand, they just: stood;and
. gaped, with ‘eves wide open;
_tried ito’ cheer .the horse on—but

'lihes'

they couldn’t—they found' they: had
lost the .use of their vqcal organs. il

thn ‘the ﬁgm:es"—“;l —were
‘lumg on the anuouncing ‘hoard, thare
followed .2 silence—a’ allqnce that

. must .1131-'& a.pprom:hed ithe - one-

awhich' came, ,atter .L)%Jcolns speqc
hen ¢he: 8 :
“inicheering. Speqtator:s

the hands of. -Mr. .‘Bllllnga aud Doc

} Tan,ner

Three days latar. hltched ito the
ple with Lewig For.rest 2.«0;31,4 AN~

other of Mr .'Bxllmgs mnny -.tt:utte.ra.
U_h]an set  the worldls: :ecurd for
fleams, golng gthe -mile.in 2:08

.‘The
pair was sohedqlqd to bea.t -..D:.{&

'the .previous ma.rk

~Andthus endqd the' pu,blxc career

‘ofithe g:r:eatest t_rot.tqng LI:IOISQ that
"ever lived.

‘The thought may cn,ter s vour

; minds that ‘with his great string of
- trotl;era,-
-made a’fortune from) their ,minn.inga.
sbut auch is not the fact, for C. K G
“is altitrue! sport 3
“mever racedin.a'purse or stake J‘ace. _

“Mr. ,Billlngs must: ha.:ve

I:ﬁa 113«:»1':113‘1; ha.v

Horses are his hobby and they co,st WAL

' ‘him thousands of gdollars yearly: and
yield him no monetary return.’

The trophy room at Curl's f\ack

“farm ‘is’ filled “ith Jnany’ trop,hi.ea.

for that is ‘the only reward -Mr Bil-’

‘he _%_s
more cups and trophies ] he can
count, but if you should:ever have
t.b.e gqqd f.ortune to 'be a guest at
the farm in the winding hillsof; Vir-.
ginia, and’ “should ask th.e ,l:t.tl.e old‘
ma.n what ‘sich-and-such” ‘a’ cup

wags given. for, the chances . are r\‘.ena
to one’. that ‘he: can answer\ 0
question in full.-

And it you should ever h,n.ppan to

“he ‘about” C&ntml Pm-}n and ca.tch -al
: gumpac of a bzg ‘black geldt,ng “jth
‘alittle -man ‘with a’ drooping mus-

‘tache astride him, gather your breath

a.nd yell at the: top of your voice'the

one -word—“Go’—in the ‘manner: of
,,st\artlng Judge: Frank Walker—and. ;
W, t.ch the feet of that' bla.ck ge;ld- v

ng pound the grouull m permct ,unl- ;
SO!.‘[. Tnied ; i

largest sums

: mtorested

“lth‘the' S plt Bau

Thare are p,oqend ol explanat[ona;_-a
/freed from all the confrolling. ‘ele-
- ‘mnents which 'determine thc “in ¥ thc

: ot the famous "spit ball_" _ap,d the}

marcialliwrong. il SEEERE -

¥ Thei: "spit ‘ball,” as
iin baseball

every bodv

" ‘despair of batters evor since it was

inj;;‘oduced, about ten yvears ago. In

v throwing. the “spit hall’'the. pitchg;
- first molsmqs a portion of its sur-
iface with saliva.
‘'such-a dircction that jf the bat does
- ‘meet it the 'blow | will 'fall 'on the
' moistened part, and this resultsiin’
its- tra.veling orly a short distance.
" But, as many. batsmen: can testify,
" the! "spit ball® takes such 'an erra.t.tc

The ball is’ given

knows. has

becn the delight of pitchers and the

8 ¥ i\ chance. The batter mustnot merel:, :

.outguess the pitcher—he must’ out- e
. iguess ibe lnws of cha.ncﬂ jusLasfdn- ety

-.a roulette game.

is thmwn iu anc]k a wav aa to bé

?_“ont” and “drop’icurves. . |
From'the time it leaves! the pltch

_ler’s hand to its arrival within’ rnnga

‘of the bat'it'is lelt to’ the: lnwn ot

Thaoretlcu.ll}'. .‘-"apit bn.ll" Iahould

g not move: & lmirn breagdth to the,
" right or left.

Theoretiea‘lly’. allu) [
‘pointed’ stick: pla.ced carefully on l[;s

L point, uhould not fall’ down.
“there 'is ltio visible rea.po

shoul

down oes.
" ball; T th jair,. iust.ead of dividing
equa]ly “to ‘the' right and left, favors
-first one side ‘andthen ‘the ‘other;’

‘‘also-ititries” ‘l:o‘get uuder and*'then'-
0 b . ) » )

reaaure on/ tlle letr. side

which CYOY da the ball toward. the
.-risht ‘Just as the uphera begins to.
eer...to ‘theiright the uir is likely 1o

'shift gver to the other side’ :-..nd-’make
I:.the ball’ skid to the: lel.t't-"’.r'._. gl

So with L‘be "spit Y . _ RIS
sp,tn or: twlat. U the ‘spin’ ja onc"--

‘whichmakeg’ tha front surface’ move.
Irom left to right, 4

results: i.n t’om-
'_‘dlvidlng aird o koep up on
; Thls ca.;za_es X con-

“to’ getoutofthawa,y, g
other side: itiopposesiand’
ith!its’ ps.aaage.
For this

re gun 31191..»‘

rdimd maén ‘ball! whi_ch‘beh.a.ved &
! 'ZLB




